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Singapore understands many of the concerns
expressed here in this debate by some of the other
delegations. For example, they question whether the
Security Council can assume the role of treaty-making
or of legislating rules for Member States. We agree that
a multilateral treaty regime would be ideal. But
multilateral negotiations could take years, and time is
not on our side. Urgent action is needed. We therefore
support the draft resolution under discussion. We agree
that some of the details, such as the follow-up
mechanisms and the reporting mechanisms, need to be
ironed out. The draft resolution is only a first step. But
we need fo take that first step and tighten the current
non-proliferation regime. The longer we take to act, the
more time the terrorists have to plot against us.

(S/PV.4950, p. 25)
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Indeed. we are of the
opinion that legal obligations can only be created and
assumed on a voluntary bagsis. Any far-reaching
assumpfion of authority by the Security Council to
enact global legislation is nof consistent with the
provisions of the United Nations Charter. It is therefore
imperative to involve all States in the negotiating
process towards the establishment of international
norms on the issue.

(Indonesia, S/PV.4950, p. 31)

In this connection, we believe that international
legal obligations, including those that relate to the field
of disarmament, weapons conftrol and non-
proliferation. must not be imposed upon Member States
without their participation and their sovereign
acceptance, through the signing and ratification of the
corresponding treaties and agreements that have been
negotiated multilaterally.

(Cuba, S/PV.4950, p. 30)
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The non-proliferation of weapons of mass
destruction is a universal concern, requiring the
engagement of the whole membership of the United
Nations. Under the current international law regime,
which recognizes the sovereignty of States, the affected
States should take part in the negotiation of any
measure that seeks to impose obligations over and
above existing treaties and conventions. That is why
my delegation believes that the issue we are discussing
here today belongs in the General Assembly, whose
membership will be required by the terms of this draft
resolution to at least align their national laws with it if
these measures are to be implemented effectively.

(Namibia, S/PV.4950 (Resumption 1), p. 17)
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