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Since it was created, the Human Rights Committee has built up a considerable
body of interpretative case law, in particular through its findings in response to
the individual communications which may be submitted to it in respect of States
parties to the first Optional Protocol, and in the form of its “General Comments”.

Although the Court is in no way obliged, in the exercise of its judicial functions,
to model its own interpretation of the Covenant on that of the Committee, it
believes that it should ascribe great weight to the interpretation adopted by this
independent body that was established specifically to supervise the application of
that treaty. The point here is to achieve the necessary clarity and the essential
consistency of international law, as well as legal security, to which both the
individuals with guaranteed rights and the States obliged to comply with treaty
obligations are entitled.
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