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28 USC 1350

§ 1350. Alien's action for tort

The district courts shall have original jurisdiction of any civil action by an alien for a tort only,
committed in violation of the law of nations or a treaty of the United States.
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AUDIT (Bernard), Droit international privé, 2¢ éd., Paris, Economica, 1997, p. 34.

La souveraineté des Etats, comme la liberté des individus, trouve une limite dans celle
des autres. Ainsi un Etat ne devrait exercer sa compétence en matiére internationale —
en appliguant sa loi, en tranchant un litige, en attribuant sa nationalité — qu’a I’égard de
situations qui présentent avec lui un lien de rattachement suffisant, sous peine d’empiéter
sur la compétence des autres ; on dira qu’il doit respecter un principe d’effectivité.

American Law Institute, Restatement of the Law Third, the Foreign Relations Law of the
United States, 1986.

§ 402. Bases of Jurisdiction to Prescribe
§ 403. Limitation on Jurisdiction to Prescribe

Commentf. Criminal and civil jurisdiction. The principles governing jurisdiction to
prescribe set forth in § 402 and in this section apply to criminal as well as to civil regulation.

§ 404. Universal Jurisdiction to Define and Punish Certain Offenses

Comment b. Universal jurisdiction not limited to criminal law... [[Jnternational law
does not preclude the application of non-criminal law on this basis, for example, by
providing a remedy in tort or restitution for victims of piracy.



