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Summary record of the 1987th meeting, U.N. Doc. CERD/C/SR.1987.

15. He [Mr. Thornberry, Country Rapporteur] took note of the State party’s reluctance
to designate the native people of Okinawa as an indigenous people. It should be noted,
however, that the Okinawans had a distinct language, culture and history, and had
constituted a significant political presence in Japan prior to 1879. The Okinawan
language had been recognized by UNESCO as being distinct from Japanese but was not
taught in Japanese State schools. Such a situation would have been enough to prompt
many countries to accept a people such as the Okinawans as an ethnic minority or
indigenous people.

Summary record of the 1988th meeting, U.N. Doc. CERD/C/SR.1988.

35. Mr. Ueda (Japan) said that, as long as there was no international consensus on the
definition of indigenous people, the State party would be hard pressed to arrive at one.
The case of Japan was unusual in that the ancestors of today’s Japanese were among the
first people to inhabit the archipelago. The Ainu were an indigenous people because


http://www.shugiin.go.jp/internet/itdb_gian.nsf/html/gian/honbun/ketsugian/g16913001.htm
http://www.shugiin.go.jp/internet/itdb_gian.nsf/html/gian/honbun/ketsugian/g16913001.htm
http://www.sangiin.go.jp/japanese/gianjoho/ketsugi/169/080606-2.html
https://www.un.org/development/desa/indigenouspeoples/declaration-on-the-rights-of-indigenous-peoples.html
http://www.kantei.go.jp/jp/tyokan/hukuda/2008/0606danwa.html
http://tbinternet.ohchr.org/_layouts/treatybodyexternal/Download.aspx?symbolno=CERD%2fC%2fSR.1987&Lang=en
http://tbinternet.ohchr.org/_layouts/treatybodyexternal/Download.aspx?symbolno=CERD%2fC%2fSR.1988&Lang=en

RO « ANIEBUR RSB 2016 FEEERTHT TEBSAMEE ] [TEA] 2016.06.17.

they had their own culture and history, but their language belonged to the Japanese
language group and they were Japanese citizens. At the same time, numerous studies on
the people of Okinawa had generally concluded that they were a Japanese people and,
for that reason, they had not been granted indigenous status. The Government, however,
recognized that they had a distinct history and that they needed economic aid. Indeed,
they received special assistance aimed at improving their living conditions.

NFEAERFEZR Baid, 5 7 B~ 9 Bl H REZRHRE ~O 5 LM (2014 ) (U.N.
Doc. CERD/C/IPN/CO/7-9IZFBWNT, D X H T T35,
Situation of the Ryukyu/Okinawa

21. The Committee regrets the position of the State party in not recognizing the
Ryukyu/Okinawa as indigenous peoples, despite recognition by UNESCO of their
unique ethnicity, history, culture and traditions. While noting measures taken and
implemented by the State party concerning the Ryukyu — based on the Act on Special
Measures for the Promotion and Development of the Okinawa and the Okinawa
Promotion Plan — the Committee is concerned that sufficient measures have not been
taken to consult Ryukyu representatives regarding the protection of their rights. The
Committee is also concerned by information that not enough has been done to promote
and protect the Ryukyuan languages, which are at risk of disappearance, and that
education textbooks do not adequately reflect the history and culture of the Ryukyu
people (art. 5).

The Committee recommends that the State party review its position and consider
recognizing the Ryukyu as indigenous peoples and take concrete steps to protect their
rights. The Committee also recommends that the State party enhance its consultations
with Ryukyu representatives on matters related to the promotion and protection of
Ryukyu rights. The Committee further recommends that the State party speed up the
implementation of measures adopted to protect the Ryukyuan languages from risk of
disappearance, facilitate the education of the Ryukyu people in their own language and
include their history and culture in textbooks used in school curricula.
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