http://www.pna.net /facts/pal_independence.htm/

In pursuance of Resolutions adopted by Arab Summit Conferences and relying on the authority
bestowed by international legitimacy as embodied in the Resolutions of the United Nations
Organization since 1947;...

And in exercise by the Palestinian Arab people of its rights to self-determination, political
independence and sovereignty over its territory,...

The Palestine National Council, in the name of God, and in the name of the Palestinian Arab
people, hereby proclaims the establishment of the State of Palestine on our Palestinian territory with
its capital Jerusalem (Al-Quds Ash-Sharif)...

The State of Palestine proclaims its commitment to the principles and purposes of the United
Nations, and to the Universal Declaration of Human Rights. It proclaims its commitment as well to the

principles and policies of the Non-Aligned Movement...

Déclaration des droits de ’Homme et du citoyen
(http://www.justice.gouv.fr/textfond/ddhc.htm/)

Article 2 - Le but de toute association politique est la conservation des droits naturels et

imprescriptibles de I’lhomme. Ces droits sont la liberté, la propriété, la slireté et la résistance a

I’oppression.

1. The subjection of peoples to alien subjugation, domination and exploitation constitutes a denial
of fundamental human rights, is contrary to the Charter of the United Nations and is an impediment
to the promotion of world peace and co-operation.

2. All peoples have the right to self-determination; by virtue of that right they freely determine their

political status and freely pursue their economic, social and cultural development.



By virtue of the principle of equal rights and self-determination of peoples enshrined in the
Charter of the United Nations, all peoples have the right freely to determine, without external
interference, their political status and to pursue their economic, social and cultural development,
and every State has the duty to respect this right in accordance with the provisions of the Charter...

Nothing in the foregoing paragraphs shall be construed as authorizing or encouraging any
action which would dismember or impair, totally or in part, the territorial integrity or political unity of
sovereign and independent States conducting themselves in compliance with the principle of
equal rights and self-determination of peoples as described above and thus possessed of a
government representing the whole people belonging to the territory without distinction as to race,

creed or colour.

60 http://www.scc-csc.gc.ca/
138 In summary, the international law right to self-determination only generates, at best, a right to
external self-determination in situations of former colonies; where a people is oppressed, as for
example under foreign military occupation; or where a definable group is denied meaningful
access to government to pursue their political, economic, social and cultural development. In all
three situations, the people in question are entitled to a right to external self-determination because

they have been denied the ability to exert internally their right to self-determination.
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DECLARATION ON THE "GUIDELINES ON THE RECOGNITION OF NEW STATES IN EASTERN
EUROPE AND IN THE SOVIET UNION"

The Community and its Member States confirm their attachment to the principles of the Helsinki
Final Act and the Charter of Paris, in particular the principle of self-determination. They affirm their
readiness to recognise, subject to the normal standards of international practice and the political
realities in each case, those new states which, following the historic changes in the region, have
constituted themselves on a democratic basis, have accepted the appropriate international
obligations and have committed themselves in good faith to a peaceful process and to
negotiations.

Therefore, they adopt a common position on the process of recognition of these new states,
which requires:

- respect for the provisions of the Charter of the United Nations and the commitments
subscribed to in the Final Act of Helsinki and in the Charter of Paris, especially with regard to the rule
of law, democracy and human rights;

- guarantees for the rights of ethnic and national groups and minorities in accordance with the
commitments subscribed to in the framework of the CSCE;

- respect for the inviolability of all frontiers which can only be changed by peaceful means and
by common agreement;

- acceptance of all relevant commitments with regard to disarmament and nuclear
non-proliferation as well as to security and regional stability;

- commitment to settle by agreement, including where appropriate by recourse to arbitration,



all questions concerning state succession and regional disputes.
The Community and its Member States will not recognise entities which are the result of

aggression. They would take account of the effects of recognition on neighbouring states...
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1) The Committee considers:

a) that the answer to the question should be based on the principles of public international law
which serve to define the conditions on which an entity constitutes a State; that in this respect, the
existence or disappearance of the State is a question of fact; that the effects of recognition by
other States are purely declaratory;

b) that the State is commonly defined as a community which consists of a territory and a
population subject to an organized political authority; that such a State is characterized by

sovereignty;

1. By aninstrument adopted separately by the Presidency and the Government of
Bosnia-Hercegovina on 20 December 1991 and published in the Official Journal of the Republic on
23 December these authorities accepted all the commitments indicated in the Declaration and the
Guidelines of 16 December 1991...

3. The Commission notes:

(a) that the declarations and undertakings above were given by the Presidency and the
Government of the Socialist Republic of Bosnia-Hercegovina, but that the Serbian members of the
Presidency did not associate themselves with those declarations and undertakings...

4. Inthese circumstances the Arbitration Commission is of the opinion that the will of the
peoples of Bosnia-Hercegovina to constitute the SRBH as a sovereign and independent State

cannot be held to have been fully established...

The background to the application for recognition may be summarized as follows:

A plebiscite on the possibility of the Republic of Slovenia declaring its independence was held
on 23 December 1990. An absolute majority of those voting replied in the affirmative to the
guestion "Should Slovenia become a sovereign and independent State?" According to figures
provided by the Republic, 88.5% voted for independence and 4% against...

(a) Respect for the provisions of the United Nations Charter... is stated in the Declaration of
Independence of 25 June 1991...

(b)...In its application for recognition the Republic of Slovenia declares that its Constitution and
its laws respect [human and minorities’] rights...

(c) The commitment of the Republic of Slovenia to respect the inviolability of territorial



boundaries made in the Declaration of Independence is repeated in the application for
recognition...
4. The Arbitration Commission consequently takes the view that the Republic of Slovenia

satisfies the tests in the Guidelines on the Recognition...
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The General Assembly...

Bearing in mind that,... the United Nations system... supported the efforts of the people of Haiti
to consolidate their democratic institutions and also supported the holding of free elections on 16
December 1990,...

Aware that, in accordance with the Charter of the United Nations, the Organization promotes
and encourages respect for human rights and fundamental freedoms for all, and that the Universal
Declaration of Human Rights states that “the will of the people shall be the basis of the authority of
government”,...

1. Strongly condemns the attempted illegal replacement of the constitutional President of
Haiti, the use of violence and military coercion and the violation of human rights in that country;

2. Affirms as unacceptable any entity resulting from that illegal situation and demands the
immediate restoration of the legitimate Government of President Jean-Bertrand Aristide, together
with the full application of the National Constitution and hence the full observance of human rights

in Haiti;...

The Security Council...
Deploring the fact that, despite the efforts of the international community, the legitimate

Government of President Jean-Bertrand Aristide has not been reinstated...

The Security Council...

Recalling the terms of the Governors Island Agreement and the
related Pact of New York,

Condemning the continuing disregard of those agreements by the illegal
de facto regime...

Reaffirming that the goal of the international community remains the
restoration of democracy in Haiti and the prompt return of the legitimately elected President,
Jean-Bertrand Aristide, within the framework of the Governors
Island Agreement,...

4. ...authorizes Member States to form a multinational force under unified command and
control and, in this framework, to use all necessary means to facilitate the departure from Haiti of the
military leadership, consistent with the Governors Island Agreement, the prompt return of the

legitimately elected President...
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1. The Union is founded on the principles of liberty, democracy, respect for human rights and

fundamental freedoms, and the rule of law, principles which are common to the Member States.

1. The Council, meeting in the composition of the Heads of State or Government and acting by



unanimity on a proposal by one third of the Member States or by the Commission and after
obtaining the assent of the European Parliament, may determine the existence of a serious and
persistent breach by a Member State of principles mentioned in Article 6(1), after inviting the

government of the Member State in question to submit its observations.

2. Where such a determination has been made, the Council, acting by a qualified majority, may
decide to suspend certain of the rights deriving from the application of this Treaty to the Member
State in question, including the voting rights of the representative of the government of that
Member State in the Council. In doing so, the Council shall take into account the possible
consequences of such a suspension on the rights and obligations of natural and legal persons.

The obligations of the Member State in question under this Treaty shall in any case continue to

be binding on that State.
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